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West  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 
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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  1950. 


Population  (estimated  for  the  year)  17,750 

Area  122,406  acres 

Rateable  value  £64,425 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  £254-1-8 


BIRTHS 

Total 

Males  Females 

Legitimate . 

•  • 

365 

189 

176 

Illegitimate . 

•  •  • 

12 

6 

6 

Stillbirths  . 

... 

13 

6 

7 

BIRTH  RATE . 

21.24 

per 

1,000 

population 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

15.8 

per 

1,000 

population 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Under  1  year  . 

•  •  • 

15 

7 

8 

Legitimate . 

•  •  • 

13 

6 

7 

Illegitimate . 

•  *  • 

2 

1 

1 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE 

39.79 

per 

1,000 

live  births 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

29.8 

per 

1,000 

live  births 

DEATH  RATE 

Crude  Death  Rate  ... 

10.93 

per 

1,000 

population 

Death  Rate 

(corrected  for  age  &  sex) 

10.27 

per 

1,000 

population 

Average  for  England  &  Wales 

11.6 

per 

1,000 

population 

Total 

Males  Females 

TOTAL  DEATHS  at  all  ages  ... 

•  •  • 

194 

103 

91 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

19,  Watergate, 

Grantham. 
19th  October,  1951. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  West  Kesteven  Rural  District 
for  the  year  1950. 

The  birthrate,  contrary  to  the  prevalent  tendency,  shows 
no  decline  and  at  21.24  per  thousand  exceeds  the  national  average 
by  more  than  one  third.  The  Death  rate  remains  at  10.3  per 
thousand  and  again  compares  favourably  with  that  for  England 
as  a  whole. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  at  39.8  per  thousand  live  births, 
has  risen  by  3.5  per  thousand  and  is  well  above  the  national  average. 
It  has  to  be  remembered  that  a  relatively  small  population  tends 
to  show  a  larger  annual  fluctuation  than  do  larger  units,  where 
chance  variations  cancel  one  another  out.  In  1948,  for  instance, 
the  West  Kesteven  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  almost  as  much  below 
the  general  average  as  it  is  above  in  1950.  The  increase  on  last 
year’s  figure  represents  only  two  additional  infant  deaths.  Deaths 
due  to  congenital  malformations  more  than  account  for  this  rise 
(6  against  1  in  1949),  and  in  the  present  state  of  our  ignorance  of 
causes,  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  preventable.  It  is  very  satis¬ 
factory  to  note  that  for  the  second  successive  year  there  was  no 
maternal  death  or  case  of  Pyrexia. 

Infectious  disease  did  not  appear  in  serious  numbers  during 
the  year.  In  the  autumn  Measles  began  to  show  its  usual  biennial 
rise  and  Scarlet  Fever  (33  cases)  was  twice  as  prevalent  as  in  previous 
years  but  both  were  of  a  mild  type.  Whooping  Cough  was  rare 
and  Diphtheria  again  entirely  absent.  So  relatively  innocuous 
have  the  above  infections  become  that  hospital  admission  is  rarely 
called  for  and  usually  only  when  the  home  is  overcrowded  or  a 
member  of  the  family  is  a  milk  handler. 

The  Rural  District  was  again  included  in  the  country-wide 
epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis;  of  it’s  8  cases  one,  in  an  adult,  was 
fatal  and  another  remains  handicapped  by  severe  residual  paralysis. 
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The  experience  of  a  neighbouring  Rural  District  was  so  much  more 
formidable  that  West  Kesteven  must  regard  itself  as  having  escaped 
relatively  lightly. 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  both  pulmonary  and  otherwise, 
declined  by  one  third  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  but  the 
disease  remains  a  very  real  source  of  worry  in  a  district  where 
so  many  people  handle  milk  and  dairy  cattle,  and  where  such  a 
high  proportion  of  the  milk  sold  locally  is  unpasteurised.  Owners 
of  dairy  herds  have  a  responsibility  not  only  for  the  health  of  their 
cattle  but  for  ensuring  that  any  suspicious  symptoms  in  an  employee 
are  promptly  and  thoroughly  investigated.  It  is  a  growing  con¬ 
viction  amongst  public  health  workers  that  their  previous  emphasis 
on  bacterial  safety  in  supervision  of  milk  production  has  not  been 
maintanined  by  their  successors  in  another  Authority,  whose  main 
interest,  naturally  enough,  has  been  in  quantity  and  keeping  quality. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  detailed  report  on  the 
provision  of  new  housing  and  piped  water  supplies  that  some 
progress,  though  all  too  slow  for  all  concerned,  continues  to  be 
made.  In  addition  the  arrival  in  the  village  of  piped  water  usually 
brings  to  a  head  the  necessity  for  modern  arrangements  for  sewage 
disposal.  The  provision  of  these  services  places  a  crippling  financial 
burden  on  rural  authorities,  but  seems  inescapable  if  people  are  to 
be  held  on,  and  attracted  to,  the  land. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  thank  members  of  the  Council, 
colleagues  in  other  Departments,  Mr.  Dean  and  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  unfailing  interest,  help  and 
courtesy  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  M.  ROSS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


8 


C/3 

-2 

<u 

a 

1 X 

04 

<N 

~V) 

u 

x 

S 

- 

- 

GO 

1  •  — H 

o.ti 

lx 

m 

m 

p  >> 

^  £ 

M. 

<N 

— 

— 

— 

IT) 

<3 

2 

o 

c 

X 

<N 

— 

CO 

c 

3 

<U 

c 

X 

S 

— 

co 

- 

ir> 

Diptheria 

M.  F. 

1 

1 

CO 

4} 

X 

(N 

<N 

oc 

rsl 

- 

CO 

48 

a 

o 

s 

M. 

- 

3" 

»o 

(N 

rsl 

53 

00 

•Sx 

Cl  50 

O  3 

O  O 

|U 

i  M.  F. 

* - * - - - - - 

Cl 

m 

1 

m 

J 

<n 

4  10 

Scarlet 

Fever 

X 

S 

- 

co 

m 

<o 

O 

CN 

co 

22  11 

a> 

»-( 

<u 

£ 

■— 

3 

a> 


<D 

JC 


00 

<  X 
X  3 
00 

I— I 

Q  "3 
^  <u 

> 

oo  ’53 

CO 

<l> 

»- 


D 

O 

i— i 

H 


<v 

C/3 

u 

U-|  C/j 

Z5 

^  <75 

3 

o 

’-3 

o 

.D 


C/3 

c 

_o 

-l-< 

aj 

o 

s 

-4— > 

o 

Z 


C/3 

■a 

o 

’C 

<u 

X 

D 

W) 

< 


co 


«o 


in 


u 

<u 

> 

o 

T3 

C 

ccJ 

IT) 

<N 


C 

£ 

o 

c 

c 

D 

<u 

50 

< 


X 

< 

H 

C 

X 


9 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  cases  and  Deaths  during  1950. 


Age  Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulm 

onary 

N 

Pulm 

on 

onary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year. 

1 —  5  years. 

1 

5 — 10  years 

1 

10 — 15  years 

15 — 20  years 

1 

20 — 25  years 

25 — 35  years 

1 

3 

1 

35 — 45  years 

1 

45 — 55  years 

55 — 65  years 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

TOTAL 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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WEST  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

1950 


1. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

1 

F. 

Total 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

1 

2 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease . 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningo-coccal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Measles  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  &  Lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

6 

14 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

15 

33 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 

-5 

14 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

19 

36 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

3 

7 

22. 

Influenza  ...  ...  . 

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis  ... 

7 

6 

13 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

1 

2 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

1 

6 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

14 

21 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . 

4 

2 

6 

35. 

Suicide  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

... 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes 


103  91  194 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor’s  Department, 

19,  Watergate, 
Grantham. 

19th  October,  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1950. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  gradual  but  satisfactory  progress 
in  extending  piped  water  supplies  during  the  year  in  order  to  replace 
the  existing  wells  which  for  centuries  past  have  been  the  sole  means 
of  providing  water  supply  of  a  very  unsatisfactory  quality  and 
quantity.  This,  the  first  essential  for  improving  sanitary  conditions 
in  the  area,  is  of  paramount  importance. 

Immediately  following  the  provision  of  a  safe  supply  of  water 
in  importance  is  a  sewerage  scheme  and  its  eventual  disposal 
Most  of  the  existing  sewers  were  provided  originally,  not  for  the 
conveyance  of  foul  matter,  but  for  the  removal  of  surface  water 
from  highways,  and  through  the  passage  of  time  they  have  been 
converted  into  sewers  and  the  result  is  that  in  most  cases  they  simply 
discharge  into  open  dykes  with  the  resultant  nuisance  and  continual 
maintenance  cost.  The  exception  to  the  rule  is  the  village  of  Marston, 
where  although  the  nuisance  from  smell  arising  from  the  open 
sewer  dykes  offends  the  nostrils  of  the  stranger  passing  through, 
the  local  inhabitants  appear  to  have  acquired  an  immunity.  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  cause  of  this  is  in  no  way  the 
liability  of  your  Council  but  that  of  the  neighbouring  authority, 
the  Borough  of  Grantham,  who  being  some  distance  removed 
from  this  offending  area  are  apt  to  consider  the  matter  as  out  of 
sight  and  out  of  mind.  It  is  considered  that  the  time  is  long  over¬ 
due  when  this  antiquated  system  should  receive  that  Authority’s 
serious  attention. 
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The  provision  of  sewerage  schemes  with  modern  and  effective 
means  of  disposal  are  essential  in  order  to  provide  for  all  the  extra 
water  which  is  being  pumped  into  the  rural  area  daily  and  also  to 
allow  for  the  abolition  of  that  so  called  convenience  —  the  earth 
closet.  Modern  means  of  disposal  are  essential  to  prevent  the 
pollution  of  the  underground  water  supplies  upon  which  the  area 
depends. 

Existing  housing  conditions  and  the  provision  of  additional 
housing  are  a  constant  source  of  worry.  In  this  area  the  provision 
of  future  houses  is  linked  with  the  provision  of  water  and  sewage 
disposal.  Housing  in  some  cases  is  held  up  pending  the  provision 
of  one  of  the  other  essential  services.  Apart  from  housing  provided 
by  your  Council,  privately  owned  houses  are  a  problem.  Fixed 
rents  do  not  allow  for  major  repairs  to  be  undertaken  and  even 
minor  repairs  swallow  up  several  months  rent.  Your  Council 
can  increase  its  rents  to  meet  the  cost  of  repairs  but  the  position 
of  the  private  landlord  remains  insolvable.  The  demand  for  new 
houses  by  far  exceeds  the  number  being  built  each  year,  and  the 
old  houses  remain  to  be  dealt  with.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
total  number  of  houses  in  certain  villages  decrease  even  though 
new  houses  are  built.  This  is  only  too  true  as  many  of  the  old 
houses  are  rapidly  falling  into  the  category  where  they  are  incapable 
of  being  repaired  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

The  position  would  appear  to  be  a  depressing  one  but  looking 
back  through  recent  years  some  good  progress  can  be  seen.  Better 
water  supplies  and  much  better  housing  has  resulted  from  your 
efforts  and  at  least  a  proportion  of  the  population  are  happier 
and  healthier  as  a  result. 

The  work  would  not  have  been  so  effectively  carried  out  without 
the  assistance  and  support  received  from  each  Member  of  the  Council 
and  the  assistance  and  guidance  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  staff 
of  my  department  for  their  continued  support  and  help  during  the 
year. 

I  am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  DEAN. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING  1950 


1.  — Dwelling  Houses  Inspected. 

(a)  Inspections  for  Housing  Defects  . 

(b)  Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  . 

(c)  Dwelling-houses  found  not  fit  in  all  respects  . 

(d)  Re-inspections  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  . 

(e)  Re-Overcrowding . 

(f)  New  Buildings  (Supervision  under  Building  Byelaws) 

(g)  Re  Council  House  Repairs  . 

(h)  Housing  Sites,  Surveys,  Inspection  of  works  in  progress 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dewelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  Officers  . 

(b)  Informal  Notices  served  . 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  af  the  Housing 

Art 

/I  j  JL  -/  ^  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs . 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  . 

By  owners . 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notice  . 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices . 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

(d)  By  owners . 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  . 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms,  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  tene¬ 
ment  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . 


57 

25 

34 

18 

7 

111 

301 

394 


25 

42 


5 

6 
1 
5 

4 

2 

Nil 

Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Factories 

(a)  With  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Slaughter-houses  and  Knackers  Yards 

Food  Preparing  Premises  : — 

(a)  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Ice  Cream  Premises  .  ...  32 

(c)  Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  ...  10 

Milk  Samples  for  analysis .  .  14 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  — 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  Supply  .  202 

Water  Samples  for  analysis  ...  .  ...  ...  181 

Sewer  Dykes  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  .  157 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  and  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Verminous  Premises  and  Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drainage  : — 

(a)  Colour  tested  ...  .  .  2 

(b)  Water  tested  .  17 

(c)  Smoke  tested  .  ...  5 

(d)  Inspected .  96 

Scavenging  Work  .  67 

Tents,  Vans  and  sheds  .  5 

Camping  Sites  .  — 

Special  Surveys  : — 

(a)  Water  Supply  .  — 

(b)  Scavenging  ...  .  .  — 

(c)  Sewage  Disposal  45 

(d)  Rural  Housing  Survey  .  45 

Town  and  Country  Planning,  Inspections  .  10 

Building  Licensing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Temporary  Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


Total 


1376 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  great  deal  of  the  Council’s  time  during  the  year  was  again 
spent  in  considering  further  extensions  from  the  existing  sources 
of  supply  and  the  new  source  to  be  obtained  from  the  bore  being 
sunk  at  Long  Bennington  into  the  Bunter  Sandstone.  This  boring 
was  seriously  delayed  due  to  the  difficult  and  unexpected  nature 
of  the  strata  and  the  end  of  the  year  saw  the  boring  far  from  being 
completed.  Every  effort  was  made  and  still  is  being  made  to  provide 
a  supply  to  each  village  but,  as  many  of  the  supplies,  particularly 
in  the  northern  area,  are  dependent  on  the  new  borehole,  no 
progress  could  be  made  with  these. 

The  existing  sources  owned  by  the  Council  provide  adequately 
at  the  present  time  for  the  area  they  serve  and  will  permit  further 
development.  For  instance  the  bore  into  the  Lincolnshire  Lime¬ 
stone  at  Lenton  has  a  yield  of  240,000  gallons  per  day  whereas 
the  present  average  daily  consumption  is  only  27,000  gallons  per 
day.  The  springs  supplies  at  Colsterworth  and  North  Witham 
together  yield  a  minimum  of  1 15,000  gallons  per  day  and  a  maximum 
of  1,150,000  gallons  per  day  and  the  present  average  consumption 
is  only  29,000  gallons  per  day. 

Unfortunately,  the  water  sources  from  the  limestone  vary 
considerably  in  quality  and  a  careful  and  constant  check  has  to 
to  be  made.  These  supplies  are  chloraminated  and  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  quality  after  treatment  has  been  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  trace  any  possible  local 
sources  of  pollution  at  Lenton,  but  the  pollution  does  not  arise 
from  any  one  instance,  but  is  an  accumulation  of  small  sources 
over  a  wide  area.  The  Kesteven  County  Council  have  recently 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  pollution  of  underground  water 
supplies  in  the  County  and  are  endeavouring  to  eliminate  these 
sources  and  formulate  the  necessary  policy  for  the  future  in  order 
to  attempt  to  avoid  further  deterioration. 

It  should  be  noted  from  the  tabulated  results  of  samples  of 
raw  water  taken  at  Colsterworth  and  North  Witham  that,  although 
the  Colsterworth  source  is  satisfactory  most  of  the  year,  at  no  time 
can  that  be  said  for  the  North  Witham  supply,  and  yet  these  two 
supplies  are  identical  in  nature.  Both  are  shallow  outcropping 
springs  from  the  same  linestone  strata  and  only  approximately 
one  mile  apart. 


16 


WATER  SAMPLES 

(a)  Chemical  Analyses 

Source  —  Motherford  Spring,  North  Witham. 
Date  — 28th  April,  1950. 

This  sample  contains  per  million  parts  : — 
Total  Solids  dried  at  180%C. 

Suspended  Matter 
Chlorides  as  chlorine  ... 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate  ... 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite  ... 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Temporary  Elardness  ... 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80  %F.  from 

N/80  KMn04  . 

pH  value 

Appearance 

Odour 

Taste  and  colour 
Heavy  Metals  ... 


Source  —  Foxhole  Spring,  Colsterworth. 
Date  — 28th  April,  1950. 

This  sample  contains  per  million  parts  : — 
Total  Solids  dried  at  180%C. 

Suspended  Matter 
Chlorides  as  chlorine  ... 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 
Free  and  saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Temporary  Hardness  ... 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80  %F.  fro 
N/80  KMn04. 
pH  value 
Appearance 
Odour 

Taste  and  Colour 
Heavy  Metals  ... 


m 


360.00 

absent 

24.90 

3.80 

0.0030 

0.0040 

0.0080 

165.00 

100.00 

0.00 

7.30 

clear  &  bright 
none 
normal 
absent 


400.00 

absent 

24.90 

2.00 

absent 

0.0040 

0.0040 

200.00 

150.00 

0.00 

7.30 

clear  &  bright 
none 
normal 
absent 
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Source  —  Borehole,  Lenton. 

Date  —  28th  April,  1950. 

This  sample  contains  per  million  parts  : — 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180%C.  . 

Suspended  Matter 
Chlorides  as  chlorine  ... 

Oxidised  nitrogen  as  nitrate  ... 

Oxidised  nitrogen  as  nitrite  . 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Temporary  Hardness  ... 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80  %F.  from 

N/80  KMn04  . . . 

pH  value 

Appearance  . 

Odour  .  ...  . 

Taste  and  Colour 
Heavy  Metals  ... 


470.00 

absent 

24.90 

3.40 

0.0050 

0.0040 

0.0040 

225.00 

170.00 

0.20 

7.30 

clear  &  bright 
none 
normal 
absent 
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Source  :  Foxhole  Spring,  Colsterworth. 
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Absent  in  100  mils. 
Absent  in  100  mils. 
Absent  in  100  mils. 
(  Present  in  100  mils. 
{Absent  in  50  mils. 
Present  in  50  mils. 
Present  in  50  mils. 

Absent  in  100  mils. 

I  Present  in  100  mils. 

1  Absent  in  50  mils. 

|  Present  in  100  mils. 

1  Absent  in  50  mils. 

|  Present  in  100  mils. 

1  Absent  in  50  mils. 

Present  in  10  mils. 

Present  in  10  mils. 

Present  in  10  mils. 

f  Present  in  100  mils. 

(Absent  in  50  mils. 

j  Present  in  100  mils. 

1  Absent  in  50  mils. 

Present  in  5  mils. 

Absent  in  100  mils. 

Present  in  10  mils. 

Absent  in  100  mils. 

Present  in  50  mils. 

Absent  in  100  mils. 

ooo  o  ooo  o  o  o 
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Source  :  Borehole,  Lenton. 
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Present  in  10  mils 


(b)  Bacteriological  Analyses 
(ii)  Treated  Waters 


Source  of  Supply 


Lenton 


North  Witham 


Newark  Corporation 


Place  of  Sampling 


Bitchfield 

Braceby 

Sapperton 

Burton  Coggles 

Ingoldsby 

Lenton 

Osgodby 

Pickworth 

Ropsley 

Colsterworth 
North  Witham 
South  Witham 

Claypole 

Stubton 

Fenton 


Cate 

gory 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1* 

1 

1 

— 

1* 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

4 

— 

2 

*  Local  deterioration  immediately  removed  by  flushing  mains. 
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Details  of  the  number  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  the 
public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses,  and  (b)  by  means  of  stand¬ 
pipes,  are  as  follows  : — 


Allington  . 

Ancaster  . 

Barkston  . 

Barrowby  . 

Belton  and  Manthorpe 
Bitchfield  and  Bassingthorpe 
Boothby  Pagnell 
Braceby  and  Sapperton 
Burton  Coggles 
Carlton  Scroop 
Cay  thorpe 
Claypole 
Colsterworth 

Denton . 

Easton  ... 

Fenton . 

Foston . 

Fulbeck 
Great  Gonerby 
Great  Ponton  . . . 

Gunby  and  Stainby 
Harlaxton 
Heydour 
Honington 
Hougham 
Hough-on-the-Hill 
Ingoldsby 

Lenton,  Keisby  and  Osgodby 
Little  Ponton  and  Stroxton 
Londonthorpe  and  Harrowby  Without 
Long  Bennington 
Marston 
Normanton 
North  Witham 
Old  Somerby  ... 

Pickworth 

Ropsley  and  Humby 
Skillington 
South  Witham  ... 

Stoke  Rochford 
Stubton 

Syston  . 

Welby  . 

Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington 

Woolsthorpe  . 

Wyville-cum-Hungerton 


DIRECT 

STANDPIPE 

25 

— 

24 

128 

104 

110 

26 

— 

21 

33 

— 

193 

12 

143 

131 

19 

35 

_ 

183 

— 

115 

_ 

3 

— 

55 

— 

95 

— 

21 

— 

38 

— 

54 

_ 

152 

— 

24 

55 

20 

— 

31 

2 

6 

70 

1420 


508 


Totals 
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HOUSING 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  number  of  houses 
inspected  and  categorised  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Hobhouse  Committee  on  Rural  Housing.  The  survey 
is  progressing  slowly,  and  as  previously  reported  in  order  to  avoid 
duplication  of  work  the  survey  is  being  combined  with  other  survey 
work  in  connection  with  water  supplies  and  sewerage. 


Cate¬ 

gory 

Number 

Cate¬ 

gorised 

Percentage 
of  Total 
Surveyed 

1. 

Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects 

223 

10.0 

2. 

Houses  with  minor  defects 

41 

1.8 

3. 

Houses  requiring  repair,  structural 
alterations  or  improvements 

i—i 

on 

oc 

71.0 

4. 

Houses  for  appropriate  recondit¬ 
ioning  . 

147 

6.6 

5. 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and 
beyond  repair  at  a  reasonable 
expense  . 

236 

10.6 

Whilst  Building  Licensing  exists  and  the  rents  of  cottages  are 
controlled  at  their  present  levels  of  from  three  shillings  to  five 
shillings  per  week,  it  will  remain  a  difficult  task  for  any  local  auth¬ 
ority  to  ensure  that  the  Housing  Acts  are  properly  enforced  and 
that  the  housing  accommodation  is  at  least  in  a  reasonable  state 
of  repair.  It  was  anticipated  that  the  Housing  Act  1949  would 
assist  and  encourage  some  owners  to  salvage  some  of  the  cottages 
which  would  eventually  have  to  be  demolished  if  they  did  not 
receive  attention  or  to  assist  others  in  bringing  cottages  up  to 
modern  standards.  This  was  to  have  been  the  successor  of  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  but  such  is  not  the  case.  The 
Housing  Act  1949  has  not  received  the  National  publicity  that  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  received,  and  consequently  the 
general  public  are  not  fully  aware  of  its  contents.  Furthermore, 
building  licensing  controls  have  nearly  succeeded  in  preventing 
its  operation  for  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  local  authority  to 
issue  licences  for  improvements  along  with  the  other  demands  for 
essential  repairs  within  the  licensing  “ceiling”  permitted.  In 
addition  it  must  be  noted  that,  with  rising  building  costs,  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  it  is  very  difficult  to  carry  out  the  major 
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improvements  required  to  the  average  cottage  in  order  to  comply 
with  the  Act  and  at  the  same  time  carry  out  the  work  for  less  than 
the  maximum  permitted  expenditure  of  £600,  especially  as  this 
must  be  the  total  cost,  even  including  Architect’s  fees. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


(a)  Considered  by  the  Rural  District  Council 

Received 

Approved 

Rejected 

Under  consideration  . 


Submitted  to  the  Local  Ministry  of  Local 
and  Planning 

Government 

Number  submitted 

6 

Number  approved  . 

3 

Number  rejected  ...  . 

3 

Number  under  consideration  . 

Nil 

Adequate  housing  is  necessary  to  retain  labour  for  agricultural 
and  other  essential  rural  crafts  and  industries  and  is  the  foremost 
need  for  a  healthy  and  happy  community.  The  present  rate  of 
building  is  controlled  by  the  materials  and  labour  available,  part¬ 
icularly  the  latter.  The  number  of  new  local  authority  houses 
completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  was  almost  the  same  as 
the  previous  year. 


Parish 

Bitchfield . 

Burton  Coggles  ... 

Fulbeck  . 

Harlaxton 

Hough-on-the-Hill 

Ingoldsby 

Lenton  . 

South  Witham 
Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir 


Type 

Number 

Traditional  Brick 

4 

55 

2 

55 

a 

8 

55 

99 

3 

55 

99 

6 

55 

99 

10 

55 

99 

2 

55 

99 

2 

55 

99 

6 

43 
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In  addition  the  following  war-time  buildings  were  converted 


to  provide  temporary 
Little  Ponton 

housing 

accommodation. 

•  ••  •••  *  *  * 

3 

Long  Bennington 

•  •  • 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

16 

Allington 

.  .  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

26 

The  total  number  of  family  units  of  accommodation  provided 
during  the  year  was  therefore  88. 

At  the  31st  December,  1950,  the  Council  owned  391  houses 


as  follows  : — 

Parish  No.  of  Houses 

Ancaster  .  30 

Barkston  .  10 

Barrowby  .  32 

Bitchfield  .  6 

Burton  Coggles  .  4 

Carlton  Scroop  .  16 

Caythorpe  .  16 

Claypole  .  42 

Colsterworth  60 

Fulbeck  .  8 

Great  Gonerby  .  ...  44 

Great  Ponton  .  10 

Gunby  and  Stainby .  4 

Harlaxton  .  3 

Hougham  .  2 

Hough-on-the-Hill .  14 

Ingoldsby  .  16 

Lenton,  Keisby  and  Osgodby  .  6 

Little  Ponton  1 

Long  Bennington  .  6 

Normanton .  4 

Pickworth  .  4 

Ropsley  .  10 

South  Witham  .  15 

Westborough  and  Dry  Doddington  .  10 

Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir  .  18 


Total  391 


SEWERAGE  AND  DISPOSAL 

No  new  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  but  schemes 
were  prepared  for  the  villages  of  Skillington,  Great  Gonerby  and 
Old  Somerby  and  it  is  hoped  these  schemes  will  materialise  without 
much  further  delay.  The  problem  of  sewerage  and  disposal  is 
an  ever  increasing  one  with  the  extension  of  water  supplies.  In 
order  to  provide  this  essential  public  service  a  priority  scheme 
has  been  adopted  in  order  that  each  village  can  be  considered  in 
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turn  in  accordance  with  the  urgency  of  the  matter.  Unfortunately, 
water  supplies  receive  more  attention  than  this  problem,  possibly 
because  water  supplies  are  revenue  producing  and  sewerage  schemes 
mean  heavy  costs  with  no  materials  returns  except  in  the  general 
improvement  of  sanitary  conditions  and  standards  of  living  which 
the  country  cousins  are  as  equally  deserving  as  their  town  relations. 

In  a  rural  area  the  costs  must  be  high  and  with  the  villages 
being  scattered  and  small,  as  in  this  district,  it  is  difficult  to  prepare 
a  comprehensive  shceme  which  is  within  the  financial  limits 
acceptable  by  the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning. 
On  the  other  hand  the  management  and  efficient  control  of  a 
multiplicity  of  small  disposal  works  is  extremely  difficult. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

As  a  result  of  re-organisation  of  the  collection  scheme,  it 
was  found  possible  to  increase  the  collections  throughout  the 
district  from  once  every  four  weeks  to  once  every  three  weeks. 
The  collection  from  the  Borough  of  Grantham’s  temporary  housing 
estate  in  the  Parish  of  Londonthorpe  and  Harrowby  Without 
was  continued  weekly. 

MEAT  AND  FOODS 

The  whole  of  the  meat  supply  for  the  rural  area  continues  to 
be  distributed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  from  their  central  slaughter¬ 
house  in  the  Borough  of  Grantham  and  is  inspected  after  slaughter 
by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  butchers  shops  and  vans 
and  other  food  shops  in  the  area.  Particular  attention  was  again 
paid  to  transport  cafe’s  along  the  main  roads  and  improvements 
were  obtained  to  sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities, 
food  handling  and  storage. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  food  found  unfit  for  human  con¬ 


sumption  and  voluntarily  surrended. 

ARTICLE  QUANTITY 

Mutton .  ...  ...  65  lbs. 

Beef  .  73  ,, 

Bacon  ...  .  7  „ 

Beasts  kidneys,  skirts  and  offals  9  ,, 

Beetroot  (tinned)  ...  ...  10  ,, 

Liquid  Eggs  (tinned) .  56  ,, 
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The  following  premises  are  registered  for  the  maufacture, 
sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  : — 

Parish  Manufacture  Sale  &  Storage 


Ancaster  ...  ...  —  2 

Barkston  ...  ...  —  1 

Barrowby  ...  ...  —  1 

Caythorpe  .  —  2 

Claypole  ...  ...  —  2 

Foston  ...  ...  ...  —  3 

Fulbeck .  1  4 

Great  Gonerby  ...  ...  —  1 

Ingoldsby  .  —  1 

Harlaxton  ...  ...  —  1 

Londonthorpe  &  Harrowby  —  2 

Long  Bennington  ...  —  3 

Ropsley  ...  ...  ...  —  2 

Skillington  ...  ...  —  1 

South  Witham  ...  ...  —  1 

Stoke  Rochford  ...  —  1 

Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir  —  1 


In  every  case  where  the  registration  is  one  of  sale  and  storage 
only,  the  ice  cream  is  pre-packed  and  purchased  from  a  large  man¬ 
ufacturer  outside  the  area. 

Reports  upon  ice  cream  samples  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Laboratory  were  as  follows  : — 


Provisional  Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

No.  of  Samples 

6 

10 

2 

Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 

Number - 

Premises  on  Inspect-  Written  Occupiers 

Register  ions  Notices  prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local  au¬ 
thority . 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-worker’s  prem¬ 
ises)  ...  ... 


41  2  — 

30  9  3 


71  11  3 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

• 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found  Re- 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
In-  In- 

medied 

spector  spector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective . 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act. 


—  1  — 

1  —  —  1 

1  —  —  1 

1  —  —  — 


3—12 
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BUILDING  INSPECTIONS. 

The  following  plans  were  deposited  for  approval  during  the 


year. 

Dwelling-houses  —  new .  18 

„  „  alterations  to  .  27 

Farm  buildings  —  new .  13 

„  „  alterations  to  .  3 

Factories  —  new . — 

„  alterations  to  .  2 

Other  buildings  —  new .  16 

„  „  alterations  to  . 5 


PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM  LICENCES 

Number  in  force  (Petroleum)  .  50 

Number  in  force  (Carbide)  .  3 

New  licences  (Petroleum) .  6 

New  licences  (Carbide)  . — 


« 


